TALES OF DESTINT   ,

mother of a fine boy, and she wears a chain of gold
around her neck, one given to her by the women of
the village when they heard that she had scorned the
proffered gift of Sheikh Ahmed, and understood the
reason why.''

"And the Sheikh and his wonderful harp?" ques-
tioned the Afghan soldier. " Did the costly toy
reach its destination ? "

" The harp is in the treasury of our Sovereign Akbar.
Sheikh Ahmed started back for Poona with the lac
of rupees he had promised in the name of the Padi-
shah and half a lac more for his own recompense.
But he and his company were attacked by a swarm
of Mahrattas, and perished to a man."
" And the treacherous servant ? "
" About him I know nothing. My tale is told."
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